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Spreading Excellence and 
Widening Participation at a glance  

 Intervention logic: disparities in R&I performance, low 
participation of some countries in FPs and H2020 
projects;  

 Identified barriers: low expenditure on R&D, lack of 
synergies between national and EU policies and funds, 
insufficient internationalisation of science; 

 Support: Junker Plan, European Structural and 
Investement Funds , Horizon 2020 

 



Spreading Excellence and 
Widening Participation at a glance  



Spreading Excellence and Widening 
Participation Intervention 

 Teaming – institutions building 

 Twinning – institutions networking 

 ERA Chairs – bringing excellence to institutions 

 

 NCPs – communication and support 

 Policy Support Facility – support for R&I policy design 

 COST – stimulating cross-boarder science network 

 Total budget of approx. 800 milion Euros 

 

 



 Transfer of knowledge, 

 Institutions enhancement,  

 Links with Smart Specialisation, leading role in creating 
the innovative eco-system;  

 Synergies with ESIF; 

 

 

 

Spreading Excellence and Widening 
Participation Framework 



NCP_WIDE.NET International 
Network of Widening NCPs 

 Established in January 2015 until December 
2019;  

 Coordination and support Action of the 
Horizon2020 Programme (G.A. 639034); 

 17 Members, from Member States and 
Associated Countries; 

 Associated partners: SL, TR, UK, FR, BE, FO, 
MT, MD; 

 

 



NCP_WIDE.NET International 
Network of Widening NCPs 



NCP_WIDE.NET’s Objectives 

 Creating transnational network of NCPs; 

 Enhance and equal NCPs’ services throughout 
ERA; 

 Delivered expertise on Spreading Excellence 
and Widening Participation activities  
to applicants and stakeholders; 

 Support participation of research centers and 
stakeholders from Widening regions in H2020. 

 



NCP_WIDE.NET 

Services 



Capacity Building 

 Benchmarking, trainings, mentoring visits 

 

 

 
 

We enhance our knowlegde, experience and capacities in order 
to provide better services to applicants and other stakeholders! 



Widening Expertise 

 Reports, guideliness, sharing of best practicies 

 

 

Benchmark report – Analysis of Centres of Excellence in a view  
of Teaming and Twinning potential avaliable at www.ncpwidenet.eu  
 
Guide on „How to participate in Widening activities?” 
Widening success stories 

http://www.ncpwidenet.eu/


Widening Expertise 

 Reports, guideliness, sharing of best practicies 

 

 

Guide  – How to participate in Widening activities soon avaliable at 
www.ncpwidenet.eu  
 

http://www.ncpwidenet.eu/


Widening Expertise – 
benchmark of CoE 

Strenghts/ Opportunities Weaknesses/ 
Threaths 

Finance High ability to obtain regional/ national 
funds 

Strong dependency on 
grants 

Fame Internationalisation, modern research 
infrastructure 

Lack of critical mass in 
regard to international 
partners and agendas 

Framework External evaluation, interaction with 
ecosystem; R&I agenda embedded in 
smart specialisation strategies; 

Lack of IP & recruitment 
strategies, weak branding,  

Fuss Administrative burdens, 
lack of funding for R&D 



Cross-boarder Events 

 Workshops on Synergies between H2020 and ESIF – 1st workshop 
June 2015 in Riga; 

 2nd Workshopon Synergies between H2020 and ESIF in a view  
of research infrastructures – October 2016, Brussels. 

 Brokerage events, joint workshops, collaboration 
with other partners 

 

 



Cross-boarder Events 
 1st Brokerage events on Widening activities: 8 June 2016 

Eindhoven/ Netherlands: 
https://www.b2match.eu/widespread2016  

https://www.b2match.eu/widespread2016
https://www.b2match.eu/widespread2016


Dissemination & Communication 

 Project portal – one stop shop on Widening activities 

 Promotional materials, social media 

 

 

www.ncpwidenet.eu  

http://www.ncpwidenet.eu/


Project Portal 

 Information on the network and the project; 

 Latest news related to calls and events; 

 Project and other publications; 

 Synergy between H2020 and other funds for 
supporting Widening; 

 NCP_WIDE.NET Newsletter 



Your NCP Team 


